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Of Michigan Educators




Study Team Leader

Randall J. Cook

Education:       

1985
B.A. Chemistry, B.A. Education; Cedarville University  

 
Minors:  Physics, Mathematics, Religion

2005.  M.A. Secondary Education; Cornerstone University

Experience:  

Tri County High School

1990 – Present.   Currently teaching chemistry, physics and environmental science.  Have also designed curriculum for and then taught a web-based scientific methods class, written the curriculum for the environmental science class and have taught Earth Science.

Montcalm Community College
1997 – Present.  Adjunct professor currently teaching CHM 220 and CHM 221 as part of dual enrollment coursework.  Have also taught CHM 105.

Professional Development:  
 National Foundation for Energy Education Conference

Applied Biology/Chemistry workshop.

John Collins; Writing Across the Curriculum Seminar

Technology and the Internet Workshop

TI Technology and CBL Workshop

Teacher Advancement Placement Seminar

Project FEET (Future Educators Exploring Teaching) Seminar

Educating America:  How Journalists Influence Education Policy & Reform Seminar

American Board Certification Seminar:  A Credential of Teacher Excellence Seminar

Whole School Reform Seminar

Identification of Bethnic Macro Invertebrate Workshop

Aquatic Plant Identification Training Workshop

The Importance of Ground Water Seminar

Secchi Disk (Transparency), Spring and Summer Phosphorus Workshop

Chemistry with Calculator Based Laboratory Workshop

E. coli/Fecal Coliform Workshop

Professional Service:

Have written and am project director of a statewide initiative titled:  Watershed Monitoring of Lakes & Stream, a collaborative project involving 20 high schools partnering with community members who are part of the nonprofit organization Michigan Lake & Stream Associations.

Have authored the text “Water, Water Everywhere But Is It Fit?”  A complete guide to water quality testing.

Have authored an Environmental Water Curriculum that has been translated into Spanish and used in three elementary schools in Ecuador.  Over 300 students are using this curriculum.

Working with the nonprofit organization People Allied for Nature, have traveled two different summers to Ecuador to train student groups in the “cloud” forest of Loma Alta, Ecuador to perform water chemistry testing.  Have authored work that has been translated for use in this program.

Hosted and taught training sessions for technology workshops and environmental chemistry in Cadillac, Paw Paw Lake, Norway, Claire, Michigan and West Catholic High School.  

Serving on the steering committee of the Network of Recognized Michigan Educators.

Seated on the educational board of Michigan Lake & Stream Associations.

Serving on the board of the Earth Force Michigan Civics Initiative sponsored by the Carnegie Foundation.

Presented a training seminars at Michigan Association for Nonpublic Schools annual conference at Cobo Hall, Detroit, 2003.

Put together and hosted a 2 day conference that brought together all participants of the Watershed Monitoring of Lakes and Streams project, which I direct.  Taught training sessions in calibration techniques and water testing with calculator based laboratory units.  Funded through a grant.

Have done original research in the extraction of beta carotene from food fiber matrices at Amway Corporation’s analytical lab as part of Grand Valley State University’s Teacher’s In Industry program.

Have done micro-biology work testing for the presence of bacteria at Bil Mar Corporation in Zeeland, Michigan as part of Grand Valley State University’s Teacher’s In Industry program.

Have co-authored a lab manual for Calvin College’s Environmental Chemistry course.

Have performed summer intern position at Calvin College to write laboratory investigations using hand-held technology.

Awards, Grants & Professional Organizations.

2005 Phi Delta Kappan/Wal Mart Michigan Teacher of the Year

2004 Radio Shack National Champion of the Classroom Award for excellence in mathematics, science and technology.

2004, 03 & 02 Energy & World Teacher mini-grant program through DTE Energy Award Recipient.

2003 Barbara Stanton Environmental Excellence Award Recipient ,through the Michigan Environmental Council

2001 Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award Recipient.

2001 AT & T/MACUL Student Technology Showcase Participant.

Have been awarded recognition through grants from the following:

Toshiba America Foundation, awarded grants for water quality work and for physics program

Medtronic Foundation, Science and Technology Are Rewarding Program, water & physics grants

Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation, Special Grant Program in the Chemical Sciences

Wege Foundation

Frey Foundation 

Ronald McDonald House Charities

RGK Foundation

Captain Planet Foundation

Padi Project AWARE Foundation

Irwin Andrew Porter Foundation

Vernier Software & Technology 

Wolverine World Wide Foundation

U.P.S. Foundation

