To: 
Members of the Network of Michigan Educators

From:
Dwight Sieggreen, Member of the National Academies Teacher Advisory Council

Re:
Membership in the Michigan Teacher Advisory Council

Date:
October 27, 2008

Greetings to members of the Network of Michigan Educators!  :

We are currently in the process of recruiting members of our organization to join the newly established Michigan Teacher Advisory Council (MTAC) patterned after The National Academies Teacher Advisory Council in Washington, D.C. If you are interested in applying, please register for the NME Conference.
The Teacher Advisory Council National Academies Teacher Advisory Council MTAC was established to bring the wisdom of practice toadvise the    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor National Academies
 on matters related to education, especially teaching, and learning, and effective programs of professional development for teachers in U.S. schools. The mission of the Council is to increase the usefulness, relevance, and communication of research to educational practice; help the research community develop new research that is informed by practice; provide advice about how other National Academies programs, initiatives, and recommendations can be most effectively implemented in schools; and offer guidance about how the National Academies can best communicate with the teaching community in the United States. Additional information about the National Academies TAC is provided in the attached Appendix.

MTAC will give teachers a more prominent voice in decisions made at national, state, and local levels that would benefit from the “wisdom of practice” and promote an enhanced recognition and respect for our nation’s best teachers. We hope that the Michigan Teacher Advisory Council MTAC, will have a similar role here in Michigan regarding state level issues.  As we are in the process of building an MTAC Teacher Advisory Council, we believe that the role of the group will develop with time and evolve into something that may have a face somewhat different than that of the National Academies Teacher Advisory Council.  The initial Michigan group will have the responsibility of helping define what the Michigan Teacher Advisory Council MTAC is and what it will do in coming years.

More Information:

· We intend to meet a minimum of two times per year, one of which will be at the annual Network of Michigan Educators Conference.

· Membership will be 2 and 3 year terms to have new members on alternate years.

· Meetings will be held in a central location in Michigan.

· We currently are pursuing funding to cover costs for members to participate.

· Members will be selected by the leadership of the Network of Michigan Educators and Dwight Sieggreen, Member of the National Teacher Advisory Council.

· We currently intend  planwill to meet in Lansing, Michigan at the Network of Michigan Educators Conference on December 4 and 5, 2008.  Betty Carvelles, Teacher Leader for the National Academies Teacher Advisory CouncilWe will have  of the National Academies Teacher Leader, Betty Carvelles,  will attend and help guide us through the process.

Some background on the National Teacher Advisory Council from the National Academies Website:A copy of the application for membership in the Michigan Teacher Advisory Council is attached. Please contact me at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor sieggrdw@northville.k12.mi.us
 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Dwight Sieggreen

Member, The National Academies Teacher Advisory Council

Member, The Network of Michigan Educators

Appendix: About the National Academies Teacher Advisory Council

   Although there is widespread concern about both the quality of education in U.S. schools, there are few opportunities and mechanisms for classroom teachers to voice their ideas and concerns to decision-and policymakers about issues that directly affect them. In response, the National Academies have established a Teacher Advisory Council to directly involve classroom teachers and integrate their “wisdom of practice” into the Academies’ research and other work in education.

Established in November 2002, the goals of the Teacher Advisory Council are to 

• Work with the education research community in developing new research that is informed by and useful to education practitioners;

• Provide advice to other program units and communication experts about how the National Academies can develop reports with recommendations that can be most effectively implemented in schools; and

• Offer guidance about how the National Academies can best communicate with teachers and the larger education community in the United States.

The Council accomplishes these goals by 

• Serving as liaisons to study committees and to other standing boards and committees of the National Academies to help them understand and respond to specific issues that are important to teachers;

• Providing teachers’ perspectives relevant to proposed and ongoing National Academies studies, and identifying critical issues to be addressed in those studies;

• Formulating ideas for new studies, which will then be undertaken by ad hoc committees under the aegis of the Council or other program units of the NRC in collaboration with the Council;

• Helping locate other outstanding teachers who might serve as members of committees or as reviewers of National Academies reports; and

• Reviewing published National Academies technical reports in education and recommending which of those might be developed into popular versions, and advising writers as to how those reports might address the needs of teachers most effectively.

   The Council currently consists of a core group of 13 teachers representing the natural sciences, mathematics, technology, and reading literacy. These outstanding teachers represent elementary, middle, and secondary grade levels, urban and rural settings, as well as diverse regions of the country. Qualifications for both core group and associate members include a minimum of 50 percent of working time spent in the classroom with students and demonstrated professional leadership. At least one core group member representing each grade band is certified by the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards. Several Council members are Presidential Awardees for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. Dr. Bruce Alberts, immediate Past President of the National Academy of Sciences and Chair of the National Research Council, serves as an ex-officio member and advisor. A Teacher Leader and a staff director manage the work of the Council. The Council convenes in DC twothrees times a year.
   The Teacher Advisory Council has established a network of Associate members in all 50 states and the District of Columbia who 1) serve with or advise the core group and the National Academies on specific issues when broader expertise is needed, and 2) inform teachers in their states about the work of the Council and the initiatives of the National Academies that will better inform teachers’ work and professionalism. All of the Associates are teacher leaders who meet the same criteria established for TAC core members. Associate members expand the Council’s access to teacher leaders across the country and allow core members to see regional differences with respect to specific issues such as district and/or state support for National Board Certification or funding for education that are common to all teachers. 

   The staff for the Council also has worked with counterparts in California to establish a Teacher Advisory Council for that state that was modeled on the National Academies’ Council. The California Council held its first meeting in February, 2005 (for more information, see    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.ccst.ucr.edu/ccst/projects/caltac/caltacdex.html
). The process and progress in California will help guide our efforts to work with other states in providing a voice for teachers in the development of education policy and in encouraging policy makers and business leaders to seek the “wisdom of practice” from experienced teachers.

   In October, 2004, the Council hosted, in Washington, DC a two-day workshop, Linking Mandatory Professional Development with High Quality Teaching and Learning. Invitees were from professional organizations representing teachers, school superintendents, principals, professional development organizations, the U.S. Department of Education and the National Science Foundation. Members of the Council responded to papers and panel discussions on the research, implementation, and assessment of professional development programs that are offered by schools and districts and which teachers are required to attend. A CD-ROM of the Proceedings and Transcripts is available through the National Academies Press (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=11518
). 

   In February, 2007 the Council, along with the California Teacher Advisory council, hosted a two-day workshop, Enhancing Professional Development for Teachers – Potential Uses of Information Technology.  The workshop was organized by an ad hoc committee of the National Research Council consisting of classroom teachers and other experts that was overseen by the National Academies’ Teacher Advisory Council.  The workshop explored the current availability, potential benefits, current and future challenges, and the body of evidence associated with using and adapting online learning technologies to enhance, and even transform, professional development for teachers.  The NRC workshop report is available online or to purchase through the National Academies Press (www.nap.edu).

As a standing board of the National Research Council, the Teacher Advisory Council MTAC will continue to give teachers a more prominent voice in decisions made at national, state, and local levels that .  They wouldill  that would benefit from the “wisdom of practice” and promote an enhanced recognition and respect for our nation’s best teachers.The  An application for membership in the Michigan Teacher Advisory Council is attached.Please contact me at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor sieggrdw@northville.k12.mi.us
 if you have any questions.Sincerely,Dwight SieggreenMember, The National Academies Teacher Advisory CouncilMember, The Network of Michigan Educators

More Information:We intend to meet a minimum of two times per year, one of which will be at the annual Network of Michigan Educators Conference.Membership will be 2 and 3 year terms to have new members on alternate years.Meetings will be held in a central location.We currently are pursuing funding to cover costs for members to participate.Members will be selected by the leadership of the Network of Michigan Educators and Dwight Sieggreen, Member of the National Teacher Advisory Council.

More information to follow.

Michigan Teacher Advisory Council

Application for Membership 

in the Michigan Teacher Advisory Council

Please email your responses completed application and a current resume to Dwight Sieggreen at: sieggrdw@northville.k12.mi.us

Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone____________________________ Work Phone_________________________________

Fax____________________________________ Email _____________________________________

Minimum qQualifications for consideration include:  A  minimum of 50 percent of working time spent teaching in the classroom with students and and

demonstrated professional leadership.

1.
What awards/recognition have you received?

2.
What leadership positions have you held in professional organizations/school district/state/etc.?

3.
List your professional accomplishments.  (Examples, grants, project involvement, professional development, advanced degree, etc.)

4.
What is your educational background?  (Academic discipline, degrees, etc.)

5.
5.
Please explain why you want to be an active member on the MTACJC.

6.
What do you see as the most important issues facing education/educators today?

Additional space may be added if needed.

