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Awards and Recognition Programs

SUBJECT:
Network of Michigan Educators (NME)



Conference and Recognition Banquet --- December 4-5, 2008
Connections for Action in Education:  
Where Are We Going and What Can We Do?
The Superintendent of Public Instruction, State Board of Education, Department of Education, and NME Steering Committee are happy to invite you to attend the sixth annual NME Conference and Recognition Banquet, Connections for Action in Education:  Where Are We Going and What We Can Do!, at the Lansing Radisson Hotel on December 4-5, 2008.  We will:

· Explore ways we can collaborate to meet the challenges of what is happening in education
· Inspire educators to develop and maintain active connections and develop new skills that will influence and improve education
· Involve NME members in professional leadership and policy learning opportunities
· Celebrate the success of educators and elevate the teaching profession

We encourage you to participate in this unique opportunity to collaborate with the State Board of Education and the Michigan Department of Education as we work together to improve education and recognize excellence in educators.

Details regarding the conference, a draft agenda, and information about registering for the conference and hotel accommodations are enclosed.  The details are also available at 

www.nme-educators.org

The conference registration is due to MIEM by November 14, 2008.

Hotel reservations are due to the Radisson by November 3, 2008.  You must make your reservation for the event directly with the Radisson at 1.800.333.3333 OR 517.482.0188 OR via the Internet at www.radisson.com/lansingmi.  Please use the Promotional Code: 
MDE 08, when you register, to get the state rate of $65.00 plus tax.  Valet parking per night is $10.00.
We look forward to seeing you in December!

Enclosures
WHO
Network Membership including:  Teachers of the Year, Principals of the Year, Superintendents of the Year, Milken Educators, Presidential Awardees, National Board Certified Teachers, Christa McAuliffe Fellows, Partnership for Success Partner Educators, Einstein Fellows, Disney Hand Teachers, National Distinguished Principals.


Interns from MSU, FSU, SVSU, NMU, WMU, EMU, WSU, CMU, GVSU, 

U of M, OSU, Michigan Tech, Aquinas College, Spring Arbor, and Olivet:  Courtesy of the Education Deans, we are inviting 45 student teachers to be honored and to connect with the Network membership.

WHAT
Two-day Connections for Action in Education:  Where Are We Going and What We Can Do! Conference and Recognition Banquet (Because of the structure and content of the conference, participants are asked to register and stay for the full conference.)

WHERE
Lansing Radisson Hotel


111 North Grand 


Lansing, MI
(See www.radisson.com/lansingmi for directions.)

WHEN
9:00 a.m. (registration) December 4, 2008 until 3:00 p.m. Dec. 5, 2008

WHY
We are living and working in a very different world than even a decade ago.

· Schools and teachers are facing the changes needed to better serve the new kinds of minds and new workplace skills that are emerging.

· This Conference will open a rich conversation with some of the state's best teachers and educational leaders around:

· WHY it's important for us to lead these changes.

· WHAT schooling might look like if it were designed to reach all learners.

· HOW to develop learning, based on the new standards, that meets these changes.

· There will be eye-opening demonstrations of just how rapidly learning styles and our understanding of words like collaboration, literacy and creativity are changing.

· How important it is to realize that what we're doing now needs to change and be more future-focused.

· There will be time for participants to filter these changes through their own contexts and think about how they might serve as change agents in their own classrooms and schools.

· There will be time for participants to share their expertise with each other.

HOW
The Network will provide, for those who commit to and attend the entire conference and submit the re-imbursement forms provided at the conference, the following:

· the facility

· four meals: lunch and the banquet on December 4th; breakfast and lunch on December 5th 

· $50.00 toward lodging costs
· reimbursement to the school district for one day of substitute teacher expense up to $100.00 for those teaching full time

· reimbursement to the school district for the second day of substitute expense (needs prior approval) up to $100.00 if the sub cost is an impediment to approval to attend.  NME cannot afford to pay for both days of subbing for everyone but some of you have indicated that this is a reason for not getting approval to attend.  In order to get approval please email NME chair, Dave Borth, (dborth@charter.net) for approval.  We ask members to use this sparingly but we don’t want members to have to pay for their own subs or not be able to come for lack of reimbursement.

· Possible stipend toward travel costs still to be determined.


Participants or their districts will provide for all additional costs including unreimbursed sub costs, lodging, parking, and mileage.  Participants are asked to pay for expenses and file for reimbursement at the end of the conference.  We encourage you to stay overnight, share the room costs with a colleague, and carpool to save on costs.  The NME Steering Committee is continuing to look for additional fund sources to help cover the costs currently being assigned to participants.  The membership will be notified through the website and via e-mail if additional funds are identified.

URGENT
PLEASE reserve your hotel room now!  Hotel reservations are due to the Radisson by November 3, 2008.  You must make your reservation for the event directly with the Radisson at 1.800.333.3333 OR 517.482.0188 OR via the Internet at www.radisson.com/lansingmi.  Please use the Promotional Code: MDE 08, when you register, to get the state rate of $65.00 plus tax.

2008 NME Conference content, keynotes, and sessions***
Keynotes to date:

· The Center For Michigan – Phil Power, The Challenges that Face Michigan

· The Ford Motor Company Fund – Mike Schmidt – Innovation and Creativity Skills Needed for 21st Century Employment 

· Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Flanagan

Breakouts to date include

· Conversation with the State Board of Education
· An Introduction to Thinkfinity--vast free resources for the classroom

· The Teacher Advisory Council of the National Academies of Science and Engineering

· The Michigan TAC (double session)

· Sessions provided by NME members

· Interns session – succeeding in your first year and lots of answers

· Michigan Virtual University and LearnPort

· Legislative issues and involvement

· Technology now and on the horizon

· Innovation and creativity curriculum project training

· Professional networking/sharing sessions – planned and facilitated

· Plus facilitated small group interaction/response to each of the keynotes
Recognition celebration banquet Thursday evening

***This is a preliminary agenda which may be modified.
Conference details and updates are available 
on the 
NME website at: 

 www.nme-educators.org
We encourage you to print a color conference flyer found on the website to share with your administrator.
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Annual Conference and Recognition Banquet 

Registration

Connections for Action in Education:

Where Are We Going and What We Can Do!
December 4-5, 2008 at the Lansing Radisson

_____
I will participate in the full event, beginning at 9:30 a.m. on December 4th and concluding at 3:00 p.m. on December 5, 2008.  I understand that I must attend the entire conference in order to qualify for reimbursement of expenditures as detailed in the invitation.

_____
I need special dietary accommodations.  Please explain.


____________________________________________________________________________

_____
I would like State Board CEU credits.  My check for $25.00 is included (or you can pay at registration when you arrive).

_____
I would like to pay for my CEU credits by credit card.  

Credit card type, number, expiration date: __________________________________________

DUE:
Please complete and return to: MIEM by November 14, 2008.   The simplest way to register is to fill out this form and fax your registration to MIEM at:  517.327.0771.   
   If you want to register online please go to www.gomiem.org or to the MIEM link on the NME 
    website (this process is quick and easy for those who are registered users of the MIEM website).

Last Name  ______________________________  First Name  ___________________________

Address
________________________________________________________________
City/St/Zip
________________________________________________________________
School District  
________________________________________________________________
Address
________________________________________________________________
City/St/Zip
________________________________________________________________
Position
________________________________________________________________
School Phone
____________________________ School Fax __________________________
E-mail 
(required)  ______________________________________________________________
Grade level(s) __________________

Subject(s) ______________________________
MIEM, 1001 Centennial Way, Suite 300, Lansing, MI  48917

Phone:  517.327.2589  
Fax:  517.327.0771
State of Michigan


 Department of Education


Lansing





  








STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

kathleen n. straus – president  (  john c. austin – vice president

Carolyn L. Curtin – secretary (  marianne yared mcguire – treasurer      

Nancy Danhof – nasbe delegate  (  Elizabeth W. Bauer 

Reginald M. Turner ( casandra e. ulbrich

608 West allegan street  (  p.o. BOX 30008  (  Lansing, Michigan 48909

www.michigan.gov/mde  (  (517) 373-3324


